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Module  4 begins  with  a study  of  stories  and  poems  related  to  the  theme  of  the  exploration  of 
space.  This  theme  leads  to  the  main  focus  of  the  module — learning  to  do  research. 

At  the  end  of  this  module,  students  may  write  a midterm  test  to  demonstrate  what  they’ve  learned 
in  the  first  half  of  this  course.  Students  should  spend  some  time  reviewing  Modules  1,  2,  3,  and  4 
before  writing  the  midterm. 

Section  1 : Space — The  Final  Frontier 

In  Section  1,  students  read  and  interpret  short  stories  and  poems  on  the  theme  of  space.  They 
study  the  use  of  punctuation  marks  such  as  colons,  semicolons,  dashes,  and  ellipses. 

• In  the  first  activity,  students  investigate  poetry  by  reading  three  poems  written  in  different 
forms.  Encourage  your  student  to  read  each  poem  out  loud  and  listen  to  the  reading  of 
“High  Flight”  on  the  English  Language  Arts  9 Audio  CD.  Students  are  not  only  learning  to 
read  and  interpret  poems  but  should  also  be  improving  their  abilities  to  appreciate  the 
beauty  of  the  language  used  in  many  poems. 

• After  studying  the  use  of  punctuation  in  Activity  3,  students  should  be  able  to  answer  the 
first  question  in  the  Assignment  Booklet.  Students  may  use  the  information  in  the  Student 
Module  Booklet  for  assistance. 

• After  reading  and  thinking  about  a serious  science  fiction  story  (“Moon  Maiden”)  and  a 
comical  one  (“The  Day  the  Martian  Landed”),  students  are  asked  to  assume  a persona  (the 
identity  of  a different  character)  and  create  a story  in  the  form  of  a message.  Encourage 
your  student  to  be  creative  in  this  assignment.  If  your  student  wishes  to  create  a humorous 
story,  by  all  means  allow  it. 

• Before  completing  assignment  question  4,  students  should  read  the  story  “The  Choice”  two 
or  three  times.  Encourage  your  student  to  develop  a vision  of  the  future  (either  positive  or 
negative)  before  writing  the  story  or  creating  an  illustration.  Developing  a web,  list,  or 
outline  might  assist  students  to  generate  ideas  about  what  might  be  seen  in  a visit  to  the 
future. 

• If  your  student  is  unfamiliar  with  the  Challenger  tragedy  (Activity  5),  talk  with  him  or  her 
about  it.  Encourage  your  student  to  find  more  information  in  a library  or  on  the  Internet. 
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Section  2:  The  Power  of  Knowledge 

In  Section  2,  students  investigate  how  to  conduct  an  interview  and  how  to  access  information  in  a 
library  and  on  the  Internet. 

• Knowing  how  to  obtain  information  is  one  of  the  most  vital  skills  that  a student  can  have. 
Section  2 focuses  on  helping  students  with  this  process.  If  your  student  hasn’t  had  an 
opportunity  to  use  an  online  catalogue  in  a library  or  to  locate  information  on  the  Internet, 
it’s  important  to  arrange  for  him  or  her  to  have  these  experiences  before  doing  the 
assignment  for  the  section.  Most  public  libraries  have  computers  with  online  catalogues 
and  Internet  connections. 

• After  investigating  interviews  in  Activity  1,  students  are  asked  to  conduct  an  interview  and 
record  it.  Assist  your  student  by  discussing  possible  subjects  for  an  interview.  The  student 
can  interview  a person  about  a job,  hobby,  or  personal  experience.  Encourage  your  student 
to  prepare  carefully  for  the  interview  and  to  be  professional  in  conducting  it.  It’s  essential 
to  test  the  recording  equipment  in  advance  and  to  make  sure  that  the  student  knows  how  to 
work  it  so  that  the  voices  on  the  recording  will  be  clearly  understood  by  the  teacher 
marking  the  assignment. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  4A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  9:  MODULE  4 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments  in 
the  Assignment  Booklets. 

There  are  two  section  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet.  The  value  of  each 
assignment  is  stated  in  the  left  margin.  This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  55  marks  out 
of  the  total  100  marks  for  Module  4. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  are  having  difficulties,  review  the  appropriate  section 
before  completing  the  assignment. 

You  may  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  questions.  If 
you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  Space — The  Final  Frontier 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the 
appropriate  places. 

1.  In  Section  1,  you  studied  four  punctuation  marks  that  can  sometimes  be  confusing: 
the  ellipsis,  the  dash,  the  semicolon,  and  the  colon.  Each  sentence  that  follows  has  a 
blank  space  where  one  of  these  marks  would  be  appropriate.  Put  the  correct 
punctuation  mark  in  each  space. 

a.  I don’t  know  whether  I can  go  with  you however.  I’ll  ask  my  dad  tonight. 

b.  Kerry  replied,  “I’m  not  sure  that  I ” 

“Oh,  I don’t  care  what  you  think!”  snapped  Lara. 

c.  On  our  vacation,  we’ll  visit  several  places  in  Alberta Calgary,  Drumheller, 

and  Banff. 

d.  Margaret  tried  to  tell  her  uncle  the  truth she  wanted  him  to  understand  why 

she  left  without  explanation. 

e.  In  the  story,  the  character  says,  “No  other  living  thing had  shared  the  grey 

wasteland  with  them.” 

f.  After  the  astronomer’s  presentation,  Yuji  went  outside and  thought  about 

cars! 
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g.  In  this  poem,  the  speaker  yearns  to  travel “Four-souled  like  the  wind 

am  I,  / Voyaging  an  endless  sky.” 

h.  When  she  heard  the  gossip,  Tanya  thought,  I can’t  believe  _ 

i.  Logan  presented  the  speaker  with  a gift she  certainly  deserved  it and 

invited  her  to  stay  for  lunch. 

j.  Carmen  has  been  very  kind  to  me therefore,  I want  to  get  her  some  flowers. 

2.  In  Section  1,  you  read  a sonnet.  If  you  were  looking  at  another  poem  and  wanted  to 
know  whether  or  not  it  was  a sonnet,  explain  what  features  you’d  look  for. 
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3.  Do  either  Part  A or  Part  B.  You  can  use  the  space  provided  or  submit  a typed  or 
printed  response  that  is  clearly  and  fully  labelled.  Before  you  submit  your  polished 
copy,  review  the  Assessment  Criteria. 

Part  A:  In  the  humorous  story  “The  Day  the  Martian  Landed,”  no  one  took  the 
alien’s  presence  seriously.  Pretend  that  you’re  the  alien.  Write  the  message  that 
you’d  send  to  your  superiors  on  your  home  planet  telling  about  your  experiences 
on  Earth. 


or 

Part  B:  In  the  story  “Moon  Maiden,”  Kate  Iwasaki  travels  to  the  Moon  to  study 
and  has  an  unusual  experience.  Pretend  that  you’re  Kate.  Write  a message  that 
you’d  send  to  your  best  friend  on  Earth  telling  about  your  experiences  on  the 
Moon. 

Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  an  assignment  like  this.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting 
your  message. 


My  message  is  interesting. 

1 have  consistently  explained  things  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  writer. 

My  account  of  events  is  accurate. 

1 have  used  an  appropriate  voice  or  tone. 

My  ideas  are  well  organized. 

I’ve  edited  and  proofread  my  message. 

My  words  have  been  carefully  chosen. 

1 have  written  effective  sentences. 

I’m  pleased  with  my  message. 
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Assessment  Criteria 


Thought  and  Detail  (Ideas)  (4  marks) 


• interesting  message 

• appropriate  point  of  view 


WSBhm 


• accurate  account 

• appropriate  voice  or  tone 

Writing  Skills  (4  marks) 

• ideas  well  organized 


Wm 
:: - 


: : ■ 


• story  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization,  and 
grammar 

tri  1 1 : v ■ % i 

• words  carefully  chosen 

• effective  sentences 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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4. 


Turn  to  page  170  in  Crossroads , and  read  the  short,  short  story  “The  Choice”  by 
W.  Hilton- Young.  In  this  story,  Williams,  the  woman  who  travels  into  the  future, 
decides  that  she’d  rather  forget  what  she  saw.  The  story’s  uncertain  ending  inspires 
readers  to  consider  what  the  future  will  be  like. 


Do  either  Part  A or  Part  B. 

Part  A:  Write  a story  about  Williams’  visit  to  the  future.  Describe  the  people  and 
things  that  she  saw  on  her  travels.  Be  sure  to  create  a reason  for  her  decision  to 
forget  what  she  had  seen.  You  can  write  your  story  in  the  space  provided  or 
submit  a typed  or  printed  copy  that  is  clearly  and  fully  labelled. 

Before  submitting  your  polished  copy,  review  the  Assessment  Criteria. 


Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  an  assignment  like  this.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting 
your  story. 


My  story  is  interesting  and  imaginative. 

1 have  described  what  Williams  saw. 

1 have  created  a believable  explanation  for  William’s  choice  to  forget  what 
she  had  seen. 

1 have  organized  my  ideas  logically. 

1 have  written  an  effective  beginning  and  conclusion. 

1 have  edited  and  proofread  my  story. 

1 have  chosen  my  words  carefully. 

1 have  written  effective  sentences. 

I’m  pleased  with  my  story. 
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Assessment  Criteria 

Thought  and  Detail  (5  marks) 

• interesting  and  imaginative  story 

• description  of  what  Williams  saw 

• plausible  explanation  for  Williams’  choice  to  forget  what  she  had  seen 

Organization  (3  marks) 

§ ■ HH  |jj  ’ ’ : ' IK  ' ; 

• logical  organization  of  ideas 

1 ..  1 . ■ ■ I ■ I p mm  S H : m ■ an  11  m |fl§ 

• effective  beginning 

• strong  conclusion 

I ■ .. H ...  1 I . mm  . 1 1 1 . ■ HR  m m ■ 1 1 

Writing  Skills  (2  marks) 

1 Hi  1 . mm . 1 ■ BH  n|  IBB  1 9R  i . '..  9MI  ■ 

I 'V:"  v;.;'- 1 g : 1 Hi ■ m ; : : | 1 1 ^ 1 

./  1 ■ ■ H H ..  .; ..  1 1 | p 

.....  ...  .:  . | | | i . H | | 

• story  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in 

spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization,  and 

grammar 

• words  carefully  chosen 

• effective  sentences 

..... ■ ■ | ■ m . . ■ m ■ ■. ..  I . % I . ( 

or 

Part  B:  What  will  a city  of  the  future  look  like?  Create  an  illustration  of  your 
vision  of  a futuristic  city;  then  write  two  or  three  paragraphs  explaining  your 
vision.  You  can  do  your  drawing  on  the  page  provided  or  use  your  own  paper. 
Remember  to  label  any  attachments  fully  and  clearly. 

Before  submitting  the  polished  copy  of  your  illustration  and  explanation,  review  the 
Assessment  Criteria. 

Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  an  assignment  like  this.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting 
your  illustration  and  explanation. 


My  illustration  is  visually  appealing. 

My  ideas  are  expressed  in  an  imaginative  way. 

My  written  explanation  is  clear. 

I’ve  edited  and  proofread  my  written  explanation. 

I’m  pleased  with  my  illustration  and  explanation  of  it. 
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Assessment  Criteria 
Illustration  (5  marks) 

• visually  appealing  illustrations 

• ideas  expressed  imaginatively 

Explanation  (5  marks) 

• vision  of  a futuristic  city  clearly  explained 

• writing  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling,  punctuation,  sentence 
structure,  capitalization,  and  grammar 
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Drawing  for  Part  B 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Section  2 Assignment:  The  Power  of  Knowledge 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the 
appropriate  places. 

1.  Where  would  you  find  the  following  books  in  a library  using  the  Dewey  decimal 
system?  Give  the  general  Dewey  category  numbers  indicating  where  the  books  would 
be  located. 

a.  The  Works  of  William  Shakespeare  

b.  The  Gage  Canadian  Dictionary  

c.  Collecting  Stamps  for  Fun  and  Discovery  

d.  The  Fundamental  Teachings  of  the  Islamic  Faith  

2.  Following  is  a screen  taken  from  an  online  library  catalogue.  Use  this  screen  to 
answer  the  questions  that  come  after  it. 


a.  What  sort  of  search  is  being  conducted  here- — author,  title,  or  keyword? 


b.  How  many  items  does  this  panel  show  as  holdings  in  this  library?  (Note  that  there 
are  certainly  more  items  than  those  shown  on  the  panel.) 
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c.  What  three  types  of  materials  are  shown  on  this  panel? 


d.  What  is  the  most  recent  work  shown  on  this  panel? 


e.  How  would  a researcher  find  more  information  (such  as  call  numbers)  on  any  of 
the  works  shown  on  this  panel? 


f.  None  of  the  works  shown  here  are  very  up-to-date.  What  advice  (other  than 
scrolling  farther  down  the  panel  or  asking  the  librarian)  would  you  give  the 
researcher  for  finding  more  recent  information  in  the  library? 


3.  Researching  on  the  Internet  generally  involves  using  search  engines  and  online 
databases  (or  directories).  In  your  own  words,  explain  the  difference  between  these 
two  research  tools.  In  your  answer,  give  a brief  explanation  of  how  each  of  these 
research  tools  works. 
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4.  Researchers  should  know  the  difference  between  a primary  and  a secondary  source. 
Explain  this  difference. 


5. 


a.  In  Activity  1 of  this  section,  you  read  about  interviews.  Your  assignment  now  is 
to  conduct  an  interview,  record  it  on  an  audiocassette,  and  submit  the 
audiocassette  for  assessment.  Alternatively,  if  you  have  access  to  a video  camera 
and  you’d  like  to  try  something  even  more  challenging,  you  could  record  your 
interview  on  a videocassette  and  submit  it  for  assessment.  Be  sure  to  label  the 
cassette  fully  and  clearly. 


In  either  case,  your  interview  should  be  at  least  four  minutes  long.  Following  are 
the  steps  you  should  follow;  they’re  repeated  from  Activity  1 in  your  Student 
Module  Booklet. 


• Select  someone  to  interview.  Choose  a person  who  has  some  expertise  on  a 
topic  or  someone  who’s  had  an  interesting  experience.  Remember,  this 
doesn’t  have  to  be  an  astronaut  or  a specialist  on  UFOs!  You  might,  for 
instance,  interview  a relative  with  an  interesting  job;  a friend  or  family 
member  who  has  recently  travelled  abroad;  or  simply  someone  you  know 
with  an  unusual  hobby,  pet,  or  anything  else  you’d  like  to  learn  about. 

• Arrange  a time  and  place  for  the  interview.  Ask  permission  to  record  the 
conversations.  Be  sure  your  interviewee  knows  that  you’ll  be  submitting  the 
recorded  interview  to  your  teacher. 

• Before  the  interview,  develop  a list  of  questions.  If  necessary,  do  some 
research  on  the  topic  so  that  you  can  ask  intelligent  questions. 

• Test  your  equipment.  Find  out  how  well  your  recorder  picks  up  voices  and 
how  far  away  from  each  speaker  you  should  place  the  microphone.  Make 
sure  you  have  batteries  or  an  electrical  outlet  nearby. 

• Conduct  the  interview.  Be  sure  that  you  speak  clearly  yourself,  and  don’t 
rush  things.  Try  to  see  to  it  that  both  you  and  your  interviewee  are 
comfortable  and  relaxed  before  you  begin. 
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Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do 
everything  you  should  for  an  assignment  like  this.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before 
submitting  your  interview. 


Is  the  sound  quality  of  my  recording  good?  Is  it  easy  to  understand? 

Did  1 speak  loudly  enough? 

Did  1 ask  effective  questions? 

Was  1 courteous  and  polite  during  the  interview? 

Am  1 pleased  with  the  interview  and  my  recording  of  it? 

Assessment  Criteria 

• recording  easy  to  understand 

• adequate  speaking  volume 

• effective  questions  evoking  interesting  responses 

• courteous  and  professional  manner 


® 


b.  After  recording  your  interview,  complete  the  following  chart. 


Name  of 
Interviewee 

Reason  for 
Interviewing 

This  Person 

Questions  1 
Planned  to  Ask 
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Questions  1 

Came  up  with 
During  the 
Interview 

What  1 

Discovered 
During  the 
Interview 

What  1 Think 
Worked  Well  for 
This  Interview 

What  1 Would 

Do  Differently 
for  Another 
Interview 

ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 


The  Student’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  a student  registered  at  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre.  If  the 
student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student’s  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a 
home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling  coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the 
assignment  results. 


STUDENT’S  DECLARATION 

• I have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

• I have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• I completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself. 


Student’s  Signature 


SUPERVISOR’S  DECLARATION 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by 

Student’s  Name 

I also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor’s  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in 
the  following  space. 
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